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Sino—Japanese War and the Sino—Japanese Relations
—Reflections and Reviews 120 Years after the Outbreak of the War
ZHANG Hai—peng
(CASS Graduate School,Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract : The defeat of Sino—Japanese War was not only a turning point of Chinese history but also a
turning point of the Far East history and further it was even a turning point of the international situation.
Even today the painful lessons of China’ s defeat in the Sino—Japanese War are still worth making serious
reflections. China’ s defeat in the Sino—Japanese War are mainly because differences between China and Japan
in many aspects, including the stage of social development, the domestic economic and political strength, the
preparation for the war, Japan’ s national war system, the guiding principles of the war, the international
environment and many other factors. In Qing Dynasty China was in the late feudal society and the court
" above and the masses below were incompetent in intermational affairs causing the disordered internal affairs, a
huge financial burden, a weak economic growth and rampant corruptions. Since the armaments and military
provisions were not well prepared and people's morale was not encouraged, so the defeat was inevitable in the
fight against Japan, the growing capitalist small country. The influence of China’ s defeat in the Sino—Japanese
War lasted for a century, and at the same time, it stimulated Japan’ s aggressive expansionist ambitions. In
the international situation, the war spurred the imperialist powers to increase the aggression against China.
Consequently, the vassal relations system established between China and its neighboring Asian countries totally
collapsed and in Asia the colonial system replaced the vassal relation system. Objectively speaking, the defeat
of the war gave China a heavy hit as well as contributed to its fierce awakening. China should be vigilant in
peace time and often take war preparedness into consideration to make our country remain invincible.
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