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Confluence of Modern Western Ethnological Idea and “Chinese Trait” :
Again on LIU Shi—pei’s Acceptance and Interpretation of Lacouperie
LI Fan
(School of History, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract:By the end of Qing Dynasty, LIU Shi— pei, representative of the revolutionary intellectuals, craves for intro-
ducing the theory of “the Chinese race with western origin” by Terrien De Lacouperie, the French sinologist. The reason lies
in LIU"s theoretical basis for his political action. In fact, the western modern idea “one nation, one country” provides him
theoretical foundation for his ideal of “eliminating the Man Government and establishing a country of our own”, and Lacou-
perie’s theory supplies him historic support. However, LIU holds a strong Chinese national awareness as well at the same
time, There hence comes a confluence that bears essential conflicts which were not properly solved then.

Key words: nation; Chinese—vs. —non— Chinese distinction; LIU Shi— pei; Terrien De Lacouperie; the Chinese race

with western origin



