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The Issues Characteristics, Differences and China's Response to Global

Digital Economy Rules
XIE Qian

Abstract: The trend of divergence of global digital economy rules has increased, which is a
constraint for developing the global digital economy. Concentrating on comprehensive regional trade
agreements (RCEP, CPTPP) and digital economy—specific agreements (UJDTA, DEPA), it is found that the
deepening of the global digital economy governance rules displays a typical heterogeneous differentiation
trend. The RCEP China participated, in terms of tariff and trade facilitation, cross—border flow and storage
of data and so on rules, has a relatively low deepening level on issues and more exception provisions. In
addition, the RCEP shows a digital governance pattern of "exceptions plus freedom". CPTPP demonstrates
a higher level of liberalization in the governance rules of data cross—border flow, while DEPA’s digital
governance rules are ahead of most free trade agreements, which is highly innovative in the governance
rules in the frontier areas of the digital economy. The UJDTA American template digital governance has a
high depth and wide impact, with few exceptions and a wide scope of application in the digital economy.
Therefore, it is necessary to rely on RCEP, clarify the scope of data jurisdiction and openness, make good
use of the exception provisions, and establish a "Chinese template" for the governance of regional digital
trade system.

Key words: digital economy rules; regional trade agreements; heterogeneity of provisions; digital

trade
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