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How Economics Remembers History: On the Temporal Scale in the

Construction of an Independent Knowledge System of Chinese Economics
YANG Hutao'”

(1. Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;

2. School of Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: The construction of an independent knowledge system of Chinese economics must “exca-
vate history” because new categories, propositions, and theories tend to emerge in those fields
characterized by high complexity, low theoretical exclusivity, and the necessity of accommodating
competing hypotheses, the fields that are historically deep and broad by their nature. The historical
dimension of current Chinese economics research is fragmented across three mutually isolated do-
mains: evaluation of short-term policy, studies on persistence within cliometrics, and traditional
historiography, none of which has formed an effective synergy. Studies on persistence themselves
are also limited by their methodology, including the tragedy of the commons in instrumental varia-
bles and the streetlight effect. To independently distill distinctively Chinese categories and theoreti-
cal propositions from China's rich historical experience ranging from the collective cognitive frame-
works of the civilizational matrix to the developmental practices since the reform and opening-up, it
is necessary to build coordinated research efforts across different temporal scales. The temporal
scale is not merely a question of historical periodization, but is also an epistemological prerequisite
for balancing theoretical abstraction against real-world complexity, since different temporal scales
entail different research orientations, different causal mechanisms, and different applicable analyti-
cal tools. Distilling the characteristics of the Chinese civilizational matrix at the scale of civilizational
history, and promoting coordinated knowledge production across the three scales of civilizational
history, institutional history, and the history of policy, will contribute to building an independent
knowledge system of Chinese economics that is grounded in its own subjectivity, open to dialogue,
and capable of expansion.

Key words: Temporal scale; Independent knowledge system of Chinese economics; Historical natu-

ral experiments; Civilizational matrix; The Two Integrations



