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prerequisite for the outbreak of conflicts. When a dependent country moves towards its
own hostile camp, leading to a challenge to its international status, it adopts a
“struggle” strategy, releasing a high — profile status signal. At the domestic level,
facing the domestic audience group that has suffered losses due to war, they will use the
image of “victims” to carry out “biased narratives” , releasing low—profile status signals to
the audience group, stimulating domestic hawks, and ultimately promoting the adoption of
“struggle ” strategies externally. This research framework and related conclusions have
certain implications for understanding the conflicts in the Post—Soviet region.

Key Words: Status Signals, Russia—Ukraine Conflict, Russia, Post—Soviet Region

Interest Balance and Role Transformation: Japan’s Diplomacy towards Russia
from the Perspective of the Japan-US Alliance Chen Mengli

In response to the Crimea crisis in 2014 and the Russia—Ukraine conflict in 2022,
Japan adopted a different policy. Based on the theory of balance of interests, this paper
constructs a theoretical framework to explain Japan’ s different policies towards Russia
during the two crises. In 2014, the interests of Japan and the United States diverged in
their policy towards Russia. For its own interests, Japan, in the role of “balancer”,
cooperated with the US to impose sanctions on Russia to a limited extent and improved
Japan —Russia relations. In 2022, there was an overlap of interests between Japan and
the United States in their policies towards Russia. Japan not only followed the United
States in imposing sanctions on Russia, but also took advantage of this opportunity to
seek self—relaxation and a surge in military spending, serving as a vanguard of “NATO
in Asia Pacific” and moving towards a normalized country and a military power. In the
future, the biggest variable in Japan—Russia relations is the US. Under the background
of the conservative and rightward trend of political and social thought, Japan’ s
diplomacy with Russia has returned to the traditional conservative line, and it is difficult
to improve the relations between the two countries in the short term.

Key words: Balance of Interests, Role Transition, Japan—Russia Relations, Japan-
US Alliance, Russia—Ukraine Conflict, Ukraine Crisis

Ukraine Crisis and Strategic Confrontation between Russia and NATO in the
Black Sea Jiao Yigiang and Zhu Yan

The Black Sea is located at the crossroads of the Eurasian continent and has always
been an important stage for the convergence of interests and competition among major
powers. Crimea Crisis in 2014 was not only a watershed in Russia’ s relations with the
West, but also an important turning point in the escalation of Russia’ s confrontation
with NATO. Russia’ s relations with the West deteriorated sharply and fell into a
comprehensive confrontation, with the Black Sea confrontation being a microcosm of the
overall strategic confrontation between the two sides. This paper analyzes the latest
confrontation between Russia and NATO in the Black Sea after the Crimea Crisis, such
as increasing their military presence, holding frequent military exercises and increasing
their military strength in the Black Sea. It also discusses the reasons for the escalation of
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