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Family Backgrounds and the A ttainment of Cadre Positions

(1950- 2003)

Sun Ming

Abstract: Based on the Chinese General Social Survey 2003 ( CGSS2003), the
author used the general capital theory and institutional analysis to examine the
mechanisms of how family backgrounds affected the attainment of cadre
positions before and after the reform by the event tracing method The findings
show that: (1) Inthe prereform Mao era (1950- 1977), the offspring of PLA
(People’ s Liberation Army) families capitalized on their good family origin to
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enjoy the highest likelihood to be cadres, with becoming a CCP ( Chinese
Communist Party) member as the intermediate mechanisimy and ( 2) After the
reform (1978- 2003), the offspring of cadres and the intelleduals had the
advantage in attaining cadre positions, and the intermediate mechanisms for
that to happen were education and CCP membership. Moreover, even with
these two variables controlled, the family badkground of either middle or high
cadre status still had a significant status reproducing effect.

Keywords: family background, cadre recruitment, capital, institution

)

(20053 2005b)

(Li & Walder, 2001; , 2008; Baylis, 1974;
Bailes, 1978; Li & White, 1990)

)

( ,2004),

) (Hauser &
Featherman, 1976; Bourdieu, 1977; Grusky & Hauser, 1984; Ganzeboom,
et al., 1991)

)

) ) )

e 49



* 2011+ 5

« ”» o« ”»

( Whyte, 1975; Parish, 1984;
,2002)

(D) XER FAM®
(Hu, 2007), 1949

1978 , 13 ”»

¢ 50.°



(1950~ 2003)
(=) REF TR e

(Walder & Hu, 2009)

,2005) ,
( ,204) < 7
, ( , 2005; )
2006) , ,
(Bourdieu, 1984; 1986)

(Kelley et al ., 1981) ,

¢ 51,



* 2011+ 5

)

, (Li & Walder,
2001) ( ,2009)

)

(  ,2000 RH

( , 2005) 43 2 ,

) ( , 1996)
« ” (Parsons, 1994, ,
2009) ( )

(Veblen, 1944; Inkeles, 1960;
Lowenthal, 1970; Baylis, 1974; Burnham, 1960; , 1984; Li & White,
1990; Lee, 1991)

o 5D .



() 7 A F 4040 # 6 ik K

1949 ,
2009; ,2007: 37),
( 1993;
24 «
2001; ,2002;
1949
(2004

, 1957

«

, 2010;

,2010),

(Lee, 1991)

(1950~ 2003)

)

( ,
,2009: 170)

,2009)

1953 11
», «

,2004)

e 53 ¢



* 2011+ 5

( , 2008; Li & Walder, 2001),
( , 1963;
, 2007, ,2003)
, [13 ”» “ ” (&jhml’[m[’
1966) )
1. REWH&: R EYT =0 EEEA
( ,2006)
( Walder & Hu, 2009)

( , 2006; , 2004)

1: , ,

o 54 -



(1950~ 2003)

2. N¥: FBER = A HAE A

)

¢ ” (Walder, 1995),

( ,2008)

1949 , ,
( , 2008)
2:

) )

(2 &* )é—l‘- BRik IR 4 »’( )
1978 , .

”»

1 (Lee, 1991)

( , 2001)

) 2006

L. , 7
Li & White( 1990)

¢ 55 ¢



* 2011+ 5

)

(Li & Bachman, 1989; Li & White, 1990; Lee, 1991)

) )

L REEREHFTHE
19 77 , « ” 3

”»
)

( ,2003) ,

13 ”» « ”»

( ,2006)

)

(De Graaf, 1986, 1988; Teachman, 1987; Ganzeboom, et al.
1990)

, (Swell, et al., 1969)

, 2006; , 2007) ,

( , 2005; ,2010)
) 3

¢ 56.°



(1950~ 2003)

( ,2008)

1978 , )
(Swell, et al ., 1969)
4. y ’
( O %%
2003 (CGSS2003) 1 ,

« 2 CGSS2003

(=) BA
1. 2008 (CGSS2003)

http: // www. cssod. arg/ index. php

e 57 ¢



* 2011+ 5

logit : , ;
, ( ) ,
log l—_ﬂ% = §t)+ bixi+ bexot -t bixs
P (1) : t
log 1‘% logit X1 X ,
(TVC) bi --bu
6(t) ,
) ( ) ( )
) 6(t)
(2 %%
1L X%
(1) 7 setin 1950 2003 54
: 1950 1977 ,
(Mac era), 1978 2003
, 1966 1976
(2) F 323k 17
;o 7 L,
« 7o ” 0
2. BEXE
(D) R EF ® 18 6
( D),
5

¢ SR ¢



(1950~ 2003)

(Whyte, 1975; Parish, 1984; , 2002; Hu, 2007; Walder & Hu,
2009), ,
( ,2004)
(2) miFTHWHFALE
CGSS2003 ;

(3) M irH 9 BUEE I

3. BEHIEE

(% )1950— 1977(% )1978— 2003(% )
a =1 17.1 10.2 18.5
=2 7.6 4.2 8.2
( =3 9.3 19.6 7.4
-4 1.3 2.0 11
=5 19.4 21.4 9.1
=6 45.3 42.6 4.7
b =1 8.7 7.6 8.9
=0
-1 13.3 15.3 12.8
=0
-1 53.3 54.8 53. 0
=0
-1 60. 6 65. 6 5. 4
¢ =0
32.4 27.2 B.7
(10.4) (6.9) (10.8)
278 67 211

1 T B RS AT T A KT 69 S 3, SR % Aed 3T 8
X =48R, WA A AR E £(FESTEHOHT)
2 a ARA RIFRE ZRAGK G, Ko & FRET EFHR#TT
Eo; BAF a2t igzR )y FL58 a4 MF)EH; b
BP LE RO RE KA FRA AU L BYATER S
T ORG HER PE P hF BB IEXKFT; c RKKRTE
AT/ AWM THRE REFTHE

¢ 590 ¢



* 2011- 5

CWEAMFTH PR EUEL b

“10°0>d *x <go-o>d *x ‘7 0>d x g

Pt U ALK O T K Q4 €007 - 8L6T ¥ B B9 % T
CHPM L L Y Y RGE AU T E

19 19 L9 L9 8.2 W)
6L0°0 L90°0 SL0°0 15070 20170 2 opnasq
161 - yE1 - 6ET — ¥pT - ¥eL - pooy1[ayi[-307]
(LIS T) wel¥2°L—  (WVZ'T) oxVE8 L=  (BPZ'T) we OTT L=  (TLT'T) web16°L—  (ZGV°0) werlL0°L - i Y
(ZSL°0) +8SE°'T (8€L°0) «S2€°1 (SVL°0) -8LE'T (1€L°0) +SSE°T (202°0) 2L0°0 JH¥ Y
(880°0) LI0°0-  (S€0°0)  800°0 (980°0)  920°0-  (Z£0°0)  800°0 (110°0) 100°0 L EY
(067°0) 9860 (G87°0) «-260°T (E87°0) 2660 (LLY'0) ~8ET'1 (E12°0) ««8SL°0 NE
(81L°0)  €0T°0-  (E€I2°0) SL0°0- (G0Z°0) «=S92°T PRI AN h i
(126°0) «120°T (E67°0) «¥52°T (102°0) «¥6V°T >1 3
(GES°0) 26570 (0£5°0)  895°0 (E16°0)  ¥£5°0 (E1S°0) 62570 (282°0) 2LE°0 WY YIS
(2L6°0) .68L°1 (626°0) +6L1°2 ($96°0) 2L9°T (616°0) V€12 (8€5°0)  «S00°T Y%
(TP 1) 2s6°T-  (OIF'T)  #06°T—  (£98°0) 966°0-  (098°0) G98°0-  (S5%°0) €82°0—  wf Wb 13 RN it B 4457
FSL°0)  ¥E0°T 09L°0) €20°T (O¥L°0)  €56°0 (86L°0)  €56°0 (S9€°0) VS0 MY HREm L
(2L8°0) 00Z2°0-  (€L8°0) LLT°0-  (698°0) 8€Z°0-  (698°0) 912°0—-  (LVZ'0) ..l91°1 st b e
o AN K 39
(662°0) V050~ LL6T - 0561
offif Jo1 356 1

Ve € T i 7 e T il 3 YT

(Le61—o0s6T) MAEHANBENERTYHE L SERH LM TR T ¥

of

. All rights res

4-2011 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House

®



(1950~ 2003)

“1070>d *xx <G 0>d *x ‘T-0>d x -¢

CHEAMEE VWU E P UEL G B YA H QP YT H TR
CHYUHEMEH WY THEIRE T H

¢4 112 112 112 W4
121°0 680°0 $01°0 8500 24 opnasq
£65 — 919 - 2L9 - 80L - pooy[ax1[-30]
(S8%°0) s 6FL L~ (L9V°0) «0€T°8~  (29%°0) e I¥6° L~ (978 0) wox GGV '8 — i X
912°0) 2L0°0-  (F1Z2°0) LLT0- (20270 0LT°0 (00Z°0) 0S0°0 ot el Y
(Z10°0) $00°0 (110°0) 12070 (010°0) 20070 O10°0) 08070 K EY
(LEZ°0) wx9VL0 (2€2°0) 2960 (2€2°0) s L0670 922°0) G021 o[ T
(612°0) o 8EV T (L1Z°0) e LT9°T S FT AW
022°0) e LESTT (L0Z2°0) xex LOBT g%
(62£°0) 88€°0 (82£°0) S6E°0 (I1€°0) « V€970 (Ite-o «999°0 YUY YA E
(299°0) 906 "0 (959°0) ~G2E'T (€99°0) «V20°1 (S¥9°0) ~€29°1 Y
(88%°0) 9610 (L8%°0) 9€Z°0 (170D 8070 (0€¥°0) 9LV 0 wf W1 3 B 487
(8T¥°0) 00570 (81¥°0) 9850 (82£°0) wC8L0 92€°0) .. GG6°0 WY Em Ly g
922°0) s 866 T ¥22°0) LGP T (952°0) e G2S°T (88Z2°0) wswl Ui T s (b
AN Y
V e € i 7 T il 3

(€007 —S8L6T) M HWHEHHE LT NI SELH L TR ¢

I rights res

O 1994-2011 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing Hou'se.6}4



* 2011+ 5

(D) EFATEEW &5 F ez kiF

1 ,
8. 4
e, (p< 0. 05),
) ) 1
1,
, (- 0.216),
2 ,
, 8 4 (eZ. 134) 5 3 (eLG?Z),
(p< 0.1,
, 2
3 ) )
, 8 8 (ez 179),
(p< 0.05),
1 ,

(D) A FBRER 75 T3l kT
2 ) )

5 6 (el. 717),
(p< 0.01)

s 62



(e

2.6 (60.955)’

0A666), (p< 0. 05)
5 (el 623)
2004

2,
1.623) 2 é ( 1.074),

3 ) )

(p< 0.01),
, 4
4 ) )

3.8 (&™),

(1950~ 2003)

(p< 0.05)
1.9
, b
3
5 (81.617)
(p< 0.01),

¢ 63 ¢



* 2011+ 5

(2006)
)
1978

64, ¢

)

, 1978

)



(1950~ 2003)

(References)

Bailes, KendallE. 1978. Technology and Society under Lenin and Stalin. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Baylis, Thomas A. 1974. The Technical Intelligentsia and the East German Elite.
Berkeley: University of California Press.

, . 1984. [M]. && %% &, dbat B4 11E. [ Bel,
Danniel. 1984. The Coming of Post-industrial Society, translaed by Gao Tian,
et al. Beijing: The Canmercial Press. ]

,  .2008. [G]// :

. s, . : . [ Bian Yanjie, et al.
2008. “ Communist Party Membership and Regime Dynamics in China.” In Social
Stratification and Mobility: The Overseas Scholar § Adu anced Research in China,
edited by Bian Yanjie, et a. Beijing: China Renmin University Press. ]

Burnham, J. 1960. The Mana gerial Revolution. Bloomingtan: Indana University Press.

Bourdieu, Pierre 1977. “ Cultural Reproduction and Sodal Reproduction.” In Pow er an d
Ideology in Edu cation , edited by Jerane Karabel and A. H. Halsey. New York
Oxford University Press.

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1984. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste.
Cambridge Mass: Harvard University Press.

Bourdieu, Pierre 1986. “ The Farms of Capital.” In Handbook of Theory and Research

¢ 65 ¢



* 2011+ 5

for the Sociology of Education, edited by J. Richardson. New York Greenwood.
. 2009. [G]//

. [ Chen Mingming 2009. “ The Reasm, Pa]:em and
leltatlcn of Paty State” In The Political Foundation of the PRC Institutional
Development , edited by Chen Mngmmg Shanghai: Shanghai Peoplé s Publishing chse]

. 2007. [J]. (3).[
Yao. 2007.“ Clientelism in Political Studies: An Analysis Paradigm ” Jiangsu boclal
Sciences (3). (in Chinese)]

.2007. — “ 7

[J]. (D). [ Chen Youhua and Fang

Changchun. 2007.“ Sodal Stratification and Educational DJfferentlatlon An Enpirical
Study of Fairness of Zone Division and Admissian into the Nearest School fa the
Compulsory Education.” Jian gsu Social Sciences (1). (in Chinese) ]

De Graaf, Paul M. 1986.“ The Impact o Financial and Cualtural Resairces on Educatianal
Attainment in the Netherlands.” Sociology of Education (59):237- 246.

De Graaf, Paul M. 1988. “ Parents’ Financial and Cultural Resources, Grades, and
Transition to Secondary School in the Federal Republic of Germany.” European
Sociological Review (4): 209- 221.

, . 1963. — [M]. , :
. [Djilas, Milovan. The New Class: An Analysis of the Communist System,
translated by Chen Yi. Beijing: World Knowledge Publishing House. ]
.2004. :1949- 1965 [M]. :
. [ Gao Hua. 2004. Identity and Distinction: The Political
Stratification of Chinese Society (1949- 1965) . Hmng Kong: Hong Kong Institute
of Asia Pacific Studies. |

Ganzeboom, Harry B. G., Donald J. Treman, and Wout C. Ultee. 1991. “ Camparative
Intergeneratinal Stratification Research: Three Generatians and Beyand.” Annual
Review of Sociology (17):277- 302.

Ganzeboan, Harry B G., Paul M. De Graaf, and Peter Robert. 1990.“ Gultural Repraduction
Theay on Sodalist Gramnd: Intergeneratianal Transmission of Inequalties in Hungary.”
Research in Social Stratification and Mobility (9): 79— 104.

, . 2005. [M]. , . [ Grusky, David
B. 2005. Social Stratification: Class, Race, dnd Gender in Sociological
Perspective, translated by Wang Jun, et al. Beijjing: Huaxia Publishing Hause. ]

Grusky, D.B. and Hauser R. M. 1984. “ Camparative Social Mobility Revisited: Models
of Convergence and Divergence in 16 Countries.” American Sociological Review
(49):19- 38.

, . 2006. [M]. , :
. [ Gouldner, Alvin . 2006. The Future of Intellectuals and the Rl%‘
of the New Class, translated by Gu Xiaohui and Cai Rong, Nanjing: Jiangsu Peopl€ s
Publishing House. ]

Hauser, Rdbert M. and David L. Featherman. 1976.“ Equality of Schooling: Trends and
Prospects.” Sociology of Edu cation (49):99- 120.

Hu, Songhua. 2007. Family Background and Life Chances in Urban China, 1950-
1966. PhD. thesis of University of Stanford.

Inkeles, Alex. 1960. “ Sodal Stratification and the Modemization o Russia” In The
Transformation of Russian Society , edtedlby C Black. MA: Harvard University Press

, . 2007. [M]. ,

* 66 °



(1950~ 2003)

. [ Kormai, Jancs. 2007. The Socialist System : The Political
Economy of Com munism , translated by Zhang An. Beijjing: Central Campilation and
Translation Press. ]

Kelley, Jonathan, Robert V. Robinson, and Herbert S. Klein. 1981.“ A Theory of Social
Mobility, with Data on Status Attainment in a Peasant Society.” Research in Social
Stratification and Mobility (1):27- 66.

Lee, Hong Yung. 1991. From Revolutionary Cadresto Party Technocratsin Socialist
China. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Li, Bobai and Andrew G. Walder. 2001. “ Career Advancement as Party Parmage
Sponsored Mdbility into the Chinese Administrative Elite, 1949— 1996.” American
Journal of Sociology (106): 1371- 1408.

Li, Chengand D. Bachman. 1989. “ Localism, Elitism, and Immobilism: Elite Formatian
and Social (hange in Post Mao China.” World Politics (42): 64— 94.

Li, Cheng and Lynn White. 1990. “ Elite Transformation and Madern Change in Mainland
China and Taiwan: Empiricdl Data and the Theory of Tedmoaacy.” China
Quarterly (121):1- 35.

. 2003. —

(1940- 2001) [J]. (3). [Li Chunling. 2003. “ Sccio Political
Changes and Inequality o Educatiana Opportunity.” Social Sciences in China (3).
(in Chinese)]

.2010. : [(M]. ,

. [ Liebertha, Kenneth. 2010. Governing China: From Revolution through
Reform, translated by Hu Guodheng and Zhao Md. Beijjing: China Social Science
Academic Press. ]

. 2006. 7 [J]. (5). [ Li Rugjian.
2006. “ From Atonement to Scapegoats: A Class Analysis of the ¢ Four Kinds of
Elements inthe Initial Period of the Peoplé sRepublic of China” Open Times (5).

(in Chinese) ]
. 2006. — (1966—
2003)[J] . (4). [Li Yu 2006. “ Institutional Change and Educatianal

Inequality: Mechanisms in Educatianal Stratification in Urban China (1966- 2003).”
Social Sciences in Chlna (4). (in Chinese) ]

.2009. [J]. (6).[Li Yu 2009. “The
Intergeneratinal Mobﬂlty Patterns: The Ideal Type and the Chinese Reality.”
Society (6). (mClunese)]

.2004. [M]. , . :

. [Lin Nan. 2004. Social Capital: A Theory of Social Structure and Action,
translated by Zhang Lid. Shanghai: Shanghai Peoplé s Publishing House. ]

. 2009. [M]. : . [Lin Shangli. 2009.
The Communist Party of China and the State Building in China. Tianjin:
Tianjin Peopl€ s Publishing House. ]

. 2005. [M]. :

. [Liu Jingming. 2005. lhe State, Social Class and Edu cation . Beijing:

China Renmin University Press. |
. 2005a — [J].
(4) . [Liu Xin. 20052 “The Multt Dimensional Dynamic Basis of Social

Stratificaian in Contemporary China A Power Generatian Explanation.” Social
Sciences in China (4). (in Chinese)]

* 67



* 2011+ 5

. 2005b. [J]. (5). [ Liu Xin
2005b. “ Understanding the Mechanism of Socid Stratification in Contemporary
China” Sociological Studies (5). (in Chinese)]

. 1993. [J]. ( ) (5). [ Lu Feng.
1993. “ The Origin and Forms of Chinese DanWe System. ” Chin ese Social Sciences
Quarterly (5). (in Chinese)]

Lowenthal, Richard 1970. “ Development vs. Utopia in Commumist Policy.” In Change

in Comm unist System , editedby C. Johnson. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
. 2007. [G]// ,
: [ Nee, Victor. 2007. “ The New Institutionalism in
Soaology ? In Selection of New Institutionalism in Political Science, edited and
translated by He Junzhi, et al. Tianjin: Tianjin Peqlé s Publishing House. ]

Parish, William. 1984. “ Destratificatian in China” In Class and Social Stratification in
Post-Revolution China, edtedbyJ. Watson. New York Cambridge Unwersity Press.

. 2004. [J]. (6).[Peng Yong. 2004.
“The Organizational Source of Power Dissimilation and the Reform Orientation.”
Theoretical Investigation (6). (in Chinese)]

Schurmann, Franz. 1966. Ideology and Organization in Communist China . Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Swdl, William H., Archibald O. Haller, and Algjandro Potres. 1969. “ The Educatimal
and Early Occupational Attainment Process.” American Sociological Review (34):
82— 92.

. 2002. [G]//

. [Tang Yuansang. 2002. “ The Analysis of Selectlon System
and Eledion System and the Enlightenment ” in Contemporary Chinese Politics
Review . Bejjing: Sodal Sdence Academic Press(China). ]

Teachman, Jay D. 1987. “ Family Background, Educatimal Resources, and Educatiana
Attainment.” American Sociological Review (52):548- 557.

. 2005. / [G]// . .

. [Tuner, RaphH. 2005. “ Sponsored and Cmtest
Moblhty and the SChOOl System.” In Social Stratification : Class, Race, and
Gender in Sociological Perspective, edited by David B. Grusky, translated by Wang
Jun, et al. Beijing: Huaxia Publishing Hause. ]

Veblen, Thasten. 1944. TheEngneers and the Price System . New York The Viking Press

Walder, Andrew G 1995. “ Career Mobility and the Communist Political Order.”
Am erican Sociological Review (60): 309- 328.

Wader, Andrew G. and Hu Songhua. 2009. “ Revdution, Reform, and Status
Inheritance: Urban China, 1949- 1996.” American Journal of Sociology (114):
1395 1427.

. 2001. : [J]. (5). [Wang
Lixin. 2001. “ Insttutimmal Conversicx The Fundimental Choice o Paty and
Administrative Cadres Sd ection System Refam.” Theory Journal (5). (inChinese)]

. 2008. 11924 1949 [M].

. [ Wang Qisheng. 2003. Party Members, Party Power and Party Struggle:
The Organizational Form of the Chinese Nationalist Party (1924 - 1949).
Shanghai: Shangha Bookstore Publishing House ]

Whyte, Martin King. 1975. “ Inequality and Stratificatian in China” China Quarterly

(64):684- 711.

* 6R.°



(1950~ 2003)

. 2010. [J]. (1). [ Ximg Yihan. 2010. “ Socia
Underclass, School and Class Reprodudian. ” Open Times (1). (in Chinese) ]
. 2001. [J]. (6).[Xu

Xianglin. 2001. “ Elite Transformatian in Post Mao China and the Rising of
Dependent Technoarats.” Strategy and Managem ent (6). (in Chinese)]

, . . . 2008. [M].

;. : .[ Eyal, Gil, Ivan Szelenyi, and Eleanor

Townsley. 2008. Making Capitalism without Capitalists, translated by Lii Peng
and Lu Jialing. Beijing: Social Science Academic Press(China). ]

. 2010. [J]. (D.[Yu
Keping. 2010. “ The Logic of PRC s Political Development in the Past 60 Years.”
Marxism and Reality (1). (in Chinese)]

. 1996. [J1. (D). [ Zhang Wanli. 1996. “ Nan—
institutinal Facars and Status Attainment.” Sociological Studies(1). (in Chinese)]
,  .2002. 1949 1993
[G]// , . .

. [Zhou Xueguang, et a. 2002. “ Stratificaian Dynamics under State
Socialism: The Case of Urban China, 1949- 1993.” In Market Transition and
Social Stratification , editedby Bian Yanjie. Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Co. ]

. 2006. [J]. (1). [Zhaa Yu. 2006. “Sodal
Netwak Capital and Cadré s Occupational Status Attainment.” Society (1). (in Chinese)]

wERE:F B
LI mEHAE K OE

¢ 69 ¢



