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A Review of the Great Famine Studies by Domestic Scholars

Jia Yanmin, Zhu Jin

(Department of History, Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract: Since the 1980s,the Great Famine has gradually became a hot topic in the modern China
studies and yielded ample results. Breakthrough has been achieved regarding some important problems
such as the population of abnormal deaths during the Great Famine, the manifestation and process of
its being brought to light, the actions taken to deal with the Famine, and its causes. Some decades-
long wrong sayings have been put right, with facts clarified and ideas rectified. The use of new
historic sources including archival sources, newly-compiled local chronicles and oral data and the inter-
disciplinary research method of statistics and mathematics are behind these deepened researches.

Key words: the Great Famine; abnormal death; the Great Leap Forward; research on the history

of contemporary China



